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N*TiCf; NOTES

1 . Date of announ*emsnt__{0e June 20?5__ *_- _ _, * {a)

2" Each year the smailer ac*thority preFarea an A.nmual Gcvsrnance and
Aceountability Return {AGAR}" Th€ AGAR hae been published with this notice"
It will not be revieured by tfie appointed auditor, si*ce the srnallsr *uthority !:a*
certified ibelf as exernpt from the appclnted auditor's reyiew.
,&ny person irtterested has the right to Inspect and rnake ropies of the AGAR,
the *ccounfing records for the fi*ancial year to which it relates and all boclqs,
de*ds, contmots, bills. vcuchers" receipts and other decuments relating to
those re*ords nnust be rnade av*ilable tor inspection by any perssrl interested.
For the year ended 3t lllarch 2025, these docurnenh rarilN be available on
reasonable nctice by application fo:

{b} *Mrs Carol Spencer, MBf; * Clerk & ft*sprmsible Finaneial Offic*r*-__

07730 4CI5g13

commencing on {c) *Thursday 't2& June 2S25 _

and e*ding *n {d} _Wednesd*y ?3d J*ly 20?S

3" [-*rcal governrxent slectarc and thain repres*ntatives also hatre:

The opportunrty to question the appointed auditor abaut the amounting
records; and

The right to maks an obfecti*n which concerns a nratter in respect of which
the appointed audifisr *outd either rnake a public interest repcrt or apply to
the court for a dmlaratiart that an itern of acc*unt is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection rnust *rst he given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
srnaller auth*rity"

The appointed auditcr can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this prrpoee hetween the ahove dates only-

4. The srnatrler authority"s AGAR is only subject to Eevierx by the *pp*inted
auditor if q*estions ar cbiecticns raised under t?te Local Audit arld
Accountability A*t ?Str4 te*d to the iftvalvenrent $f the ac"$ditor. The *ppcinted
auditar is:

FKF l-it*Iejohn LLF {Ref: $BA Team}
{$ lsleatferry eircu*
Canary UYharf
London E{6 j&tts

6Ee@pn-!,es![)

5. This arlr*ounce*rls&t ie rnade by {e} _Mrs Carei} $peneer* &tF*$;

s

*

(a) Insert date cf placing of the notice
which rnust be $st 16$ than 1 day before
the date in {c} betoe

{b) lnsert name, position and
address&e,ephone n*rnber/ email
address, a$ apprcpriate, of the Clerk or
other per*on te which an), psrson may
apply ts inepect the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day after the date of announcement in (a)
absve and at least 30 working days
be{are the date appointed in (d) below

id) The insp€c{ion period between (c)
and (d) must be 3S working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
\,i,srking days of July.

{e} lnsert narne and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible fr*anclal offtrer for the
snraller authority

2S'!



LfiCAL AUTTIORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YCIUR RlGl-lTS

Please note tlrat thi* sur*rnary applles to all retevant smafler authorities, ineluding local
ccluncilo, internal drainage hoards and'other' sr*aller authorities"

The baeic po$iti*n

The Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 (the Aet) governs the work of auditors *ppointed ts smaller
autlrorities" This summ*ry explains the provisions ccntained in Sections ?5 and 27 af the Act. The Act
afid the Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 alsa covar the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other crganisafions and the public eoncerning the aecounts being audited.

As a locai elector, ar an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smalier authorities. As an interested persan you can inspect aecounting records and relatred
docurnents. [f you are a local governrxent elector for the area to whieh the accounts relate you ean also
ask questions abo*t the accounts and ohject to thern" You do not have to pay direcfly for exercising
yaur rights" l-{owev*r, any resulting costs incuned by the smaller authori$ forrn part of its runnlng costs.
Th*refore, indirectiy, local residents pay for the c*st of you exercising your righto through their council
tax"

The Eight to incpect tfue aceounting r*aords

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not lirnited to local
electors" You can inspect the accaunting reccrds for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, de*ds, c*,ntracts, bills, vauchers, receipts and ather dscuments relating to those records. You
can copy ali, cr part, t:f these records cr docurnents" Your in*pection cx"rst be about the acccusrts, or
relate to an item in the *ccounts. Yo* cannot far exarnple, insped sr copy d*curnents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal i*farmation {Section 25 {6} * (10} af the Act exp*ains what is nneant
by personal infcrmation). You cannot inspect information which is probcted by commercial
confidentiali$. This is infornation which w*uld pre.iudice comrnercial confidentiality if itwas released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the pubiic interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

\lfhen smaller authorities have finished preparing acc*unts for the financialyear and approved them,
they must publish them {including on a website}. There must be a 30 warking day peri*d, called the
'period for the exercise of puhlic rights', during which you can exercise ycur statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. $maller authorities rnr.rst tell the pubiic, including advertising this on their
website, that tlre accounting reccrds and related documents are available to inspect. By arranEement
you will lhen have 3S wcri<ing days ta inspect and rnake capies of the accaunting records" You may
have to pay a copying eharEe. The 30 working day period rnilst ificlude a comrnon peried of inspection
during which atl smatler authorities' accounting recsrds are available to inspe*t. This wittbe 1-14 July
2025 fcr 28?4{25 accounts" The advertlsement rnr.rst set out the dates of the periad fur the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish ts inspect tlre a*counting
records and reiated dscuments, the nar*e and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of a*eounts and objections.

The right to a k ths aud*tsr questi*rns atrout ths aecour:ting r*c*rds

You should fimt ask your srnaller authority ab'out the accountinE records, sinee they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auc]itor is enshrined in law,
llowever, while the auditcrr will ansuier your questions where pcssible, they are not always obliged to
do sal For examp{e, the qu*stion might be better answered by another organisation, require
irwestigaii*n beyond the auditor's remit, or involve dispraportionate c6st {whieh is borne by th* local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authori$ the opportunity first to explain anyttring in the accounting records
that you are un$ure about. lf you are nct satisfied with their explanation, you cail question the externa!
auditor ahcut the accounting recards.

The law lirnib the tirne avaikble for yor.r tormally to ask questi*ns. This rnust be done in the period for
the exer*ise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your consern as $oon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rlghts during which you nnay ask the aurditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act" You can ask someone to represent you when askinE
the external auditor questions,

Bef.rre ysu ask the external auditor any quesiions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what th*y csntain. Please rennen'lher that you eannct formaliy ask qu*stions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask yaur srnaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any tirne. But these are nct questions under fl,te Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited^ Hovvever, youn right to ask the exlernal auditor questions is lirnited. The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, {inances, procedures or anything else un{ess it is directly relevant tro an item
in the accounting records. Rsrnemb'er that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid mi*under*tanding, we resornrnend that ycu always put yourr qu*sticns in writing.

Th* right te make objeetiolts at audit

Ysu have insp*cted the a*counting records and asked your quertions of the smatrler authority" Now you
may wieh te ohject to the accountg en the hasis thet an itern in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising fron'l the smailer auth*rifu's finances, A locat gcvernnnent elector
can ask the external a*ditor to apply t* the High Gcurt for a declaratian that an itern of account is
unlawful. or to issue a report on matters which are in the puhlic interest. You must tell the external
auditorwl'rich specific item in the aceounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it, You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to suppttt your CIbjeotion. Eisagreeing with inccme or spending d*es not
make it unlawful. To ob.lect to the aecounts you must write to the external aurdltor stating ycu want to
make an objection, including the infonnatisn and evidence belslv and y*u rnusl send a sopy to the
smaller authority. The notice rnust include:

. c$nfinnation that you are an eleetor in the smaller authority's area;

" why yor..! are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
. details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawfr.rl; and
r details of any matter about wtrich you think the external auditCIr should make a publie interest

report"

Other than it rnust be in writing, there is no set format for objecting- You can only ask the external auditor
tc act within the pourerc availabte under the Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014.

A finai wnrd

You rnay not uss tltis 'right to object' to make a personal cornplaint cr claim against your smaller
autharity. You should take such ceirnplaints ta your local Citizens'Advice Bureau, lscal t-aw Centre or
to your solicitor. $maller autlmrities, and so [oca[ taxpayers, meet the costs cf dea]ing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether tu take your objection fonrrrard, one of a series of factcrs th* auditor
must take into account is the cest that will be involved, they will only contlnue with the objection if it is
in the pub,lic intere*t to do so. They rnay also decide not to consider an objecticn if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, *r if it repeats an objection already coneidered. lf ycu appeal to the courts against
an auditofs decision nct to apply to the courts for a declaratisn that an itenr of accsulnt is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself"

lf you wish to contact your authcrity's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 a the trVofice at Pxblic &glits ard
Fsllsjca#or of #naud*ed Anxual Gcyemance &
Accou ntability Retu rn.

For rRore detailed guidance on public rights and
the special pffifi/ers of auditors" cCIpies of the
puhlieation Local authority accounts: A guide to
vour rights are available ff*rn the NAS website.


